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M u'min and Similar Groups
The Hindu caste system of India has affected Islam also;
or, in historical terms, has not ceased to affect those Indians
who are now Muslims. One aspect of this fact is that a
very large group of Muslims belong to the caste of weavers.
This community since the advent of industrial capital-
ism has been sorely hit, and many of its members have
been driven to find other occupations. An organization
has grown up among these ' weavers', known as the Mu'min
AnsSr party or the All-India Mu'min Conference. It has
been led by certain hereditary members of the caste who
had become bourgeois : lawyers and the like. The basic idea
has been to raise this * community \ economically and
culturally, and to protect it. The organization claims to
represent forty-five million low-class Muslims : " The Momin
community proudly claims within its fold millions of Muslim
Kisans, labourers and artisans who make their living by the
sweat of their brow. It is they who form the bulk and
backbone of the Muslim community in India... We represent
the masses as against the classes who ... are largely represent-
ed by the Muslim League "16.
The party has been opposed to the League, to Mr. Jinnah,
and to Pakistan. It has known that the League would have
little sympathy for backward sections of the Muslim ' com-
munity *; and it has felt that these sections must organize for
self-protection against the League, much as the League
claims that the Muslims must organize in the, League for
protection against the Congress. The Mu'min claim to
represent the millions of low-class Muslims was probably
about as valid until yesterday as was the League claim to
represent all Muslims.
The party's positive programme and aims have been less
precise. It has wanted prestige and social uplift for its
constituency. It could be regarded as a kind of romantic
trade-union; but actually the movement has been self-
contradictory. Its demands have been not for privileges as
weavers, or as other proletariat, but for bourgeois privileges;